From Pastor Steve Keller

From time to time, | will be referring to different aspects of our Destination Statement.

St. Giles is committed to pursuing the Heart of God together by moving...
..Upward - Lifting up Word & Spirit in a life of whole-hearted worship
...Inward - Discovering who we are in Christ and who Christ is in us
...Outward - Recognizing our spiritual gifts & using them to reach our world for
Jesus

Church

Today I'll look at one possible misperception that could arise regarding the last phrase. The outward focus
does not mean that we are going to...

Become the 1st church of evangelism

Knock on doors throughout the neighborhood with “Evangelism Explosion” questions
Abandon who God has called us to be in former days

Water down our worship

Change or discard the Word

Back off of our whole-hearted pursuit of God
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Instead the idea with moving outward is that...
o we will take the gospel to the neighborhood God has placed us in as a church body.
o together we will purposely reach out a few times a year with engaging events like a festival, free car
wash, etc.
o we will reach out with periodic acts of love like painting a house or mowing grass.

In short , it is to reach out in both the love and power of God right here together which should equip and
inspire us to live out the gospel in our own neighborhoods.

So if you've wondered whether outreach will end up dominating the life of the church, the answer is both a yes
and a no. It's a no in that it will not be the only ministry of the church but a yes in that it will be a primary
ministry of the church. It is a yes in that outreach will once again become a vital part of our life in Christ. Great
big love in Christ - Steve

Following Jesus...Serving Others” Acts 1:8 April 2007
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PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 1

10:20 a.m. Palm Sunday Parade Children ages 2 yrs. — 6t grade are invited to line up on the
sidewalk outside the sanctuary to prepare for our Palm Sunday Parade! Parents, please
accompany younger children. Arrive early and worship with our children and Junior Dance
Ministry.
There will be a Covered dish luncheon after the service in the gym.
Everybody come and welcome our new members.
Bring enough for your family plus one.

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
APRIL 5, 6:30 P.M.

RESURRECTION SUNDAY SERVICE
APRIL 8, 10:30 A.M.

We will not have evening services on Wednesday, April 4
or Sunday, April 8.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL NEEDED!!!
(FELLOWSHIP HALL) A team of interested persons to coordinate,

“Leaming to Love Like Jesus.” We will continue to look at various incidents from the Gospels |  plan, and direct the energies of our seniors.
that describe Jesus' interaction with people and try to determine principles that will help us in The experience, talents, and expertise of this

our interaction with others. sizeable group could be of great help to St.
) Giles both within the church structure and in
(SESSION ROOM) “Becoming One” reaching out. There are some seniors who
A mariage class designed for small group discussions, with @ maximum of 6 couples in the would enjoy doing each of these things, but
class. If you are interested, please call Christie Wemer, 778-7278. right now they are like a large ship without a
(LIBRARY) Life Matters Class rudder. If you would be willing to join with
Because every day life matters, the Life Matters class meets in the church liorary every others to plan and coordinate the needs and

Sunday moming for Biblical based teaching with practical application and thought provoking |~ energies, please call and leave your name
discussion. Adults of all ages are invited to join us. with John Brown in the church office.




& EIXY

Sunday Evenings
9.3.0 (Sunday School, 9:30-10:15am) Sunday NightFURY
(6:00-7:30pm)
Current Study: “Christianese Translated” (Doors open at 5pm)
So much of our lives are spent communicating with words. There are times where we use
words that we have picked up along the way that sound good but are sometimes hard to de- Be sure to join us April 15 &
fine. The church is no exception to these types of words. There are a lot of words that are 22 as Rick Slate leads the
thrown around in the world of churches that leave some people scratching their heads because series "Defending Our
it sounds like another language. Here lies the problem...we need to be raising up people who Faith-The Credibility of
not only can say the words but know what they mean and be able to define them, based off of | Scripture”. You don’t want
the scriptures, in a way that anyone could understand. to miss this!

Wednesday Nights: The Joshua Project
The FURY leaders are excited about what we are seeing in our new phase of ministry which seeks to establish a community in the
context of small groups adhering to Jesus’ example of making disciples and then challenging them to do likewise. These groups meet
weekly and are age/gender specific with the goal of challenging a generation, defined not by age but by choices, to develop a lifestyle
of daily heeding the call of Joshua “...as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”.
For more information contact Chris: chris@stgilesepc.org or 553-1977.
6:30-7:30 p.m.
Tth - 9th grade: GUYS (Youth Building) Leaders: Nate Horne & Efrain Ruz
7th - 12th grade: GIRLS (Library in Admin. Building) Leaders: Joni Horne, Jenn Houston & Jane Keller
10th - 12th grade: GUYS (Offices) Leader: Chris Houston

April Birthdays:
3: Rebekah Brooks (FURY Alum)  4: Zach Price  15: Sarah Johnson & Jonathan Dyck
16: David Little (FURY Alum)  30: Jacob Brooks (FURY Alum)

REMEMBER IN THE POWER OF PRAYER
PRAYER: Listen to these following remarks made by President Bush at the
' recent National Prayer Breakfast: “Many in our country know the
Our expecting moms: power of prayer. Prayer changes hearts. Prayer changes lives.
Roz Brown. June 29 And prayer makes us a more compassionate and giving people.
’ When we pray we surrender our will to the Almighty, and open
Jenn Houston, July 3 ourselves up to His priorities and His touch. His call to love our
Denise Castano, July 30 neighbors as we would like to be loved ourselves is something that
i we hear when we pray. And we answer that call by reaching out to
Erin Chalfa.nt, August 9 feed the hungry and clothe the poor and aid the widow and the
Penny Whitlock, August 8 orphan. By helping our brothers and sisters in need, we find our
Missy Evans, August 23 own faith strengthened, and we receive the grace to lead lives of
dignity and purpose.”
Marty Barkey who is in Kenya until April 2, , ,
, ) Intercessory prayer meets in the session room every
teaching at a Women’s Conference. Monday, Wednesday and Friday at noon and each Sunday
morning at 8:30am. Please come join us!

UPCOMING EVENTS

The International Christian Embassy April 1 Covered dish
Jerusalem presents an Original musical by luncheon after service
Elizabeth and Robert Muren in the gym. Everybody
come and welcome our
APRIL 26 new members. Bring

enough food for your

The Covenant, an international touring cast and , family plus a little extra.
crew of 30, will be in Charlotte on April 26. The April 5 & 12 Healing Rooms Training
Covenant recounts the miraculous story of the April 27-28  Presbytery - Rivermont,
People of Israel from the call of Abraham to the re- , Lynchburg, VA

birth of the modern State. For tickets and program | AAPril 29 Missions Conference

times, contact John Brown in the church office. Franklin and Ree Linker
will share during the

Adult Sunday School
Class




WOMEN’S MINISTRY
WHAT’S UP WITH THE WOMEN?

We've had beautiful success with the winter connection groups, so
much that some have decided to continue on meeting. God has
been moving and here are some of the groups that are ongoing and
spontaneously happening!

MONDAY NIGHT, 7:00 P.M.

"Exploring the Prophetic" at Missy Evans' home. Contact: Missy,
543-9907 for more information.

TUESDAY ENGAGE, 10:00 A.M.

In the Fellowship Hall. We will return to our regular meetings April
10 . Our last day to meet before the summer break will be May 15.
Check the bulletin for more details.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT, 6:45 P.M.

College & Career Group. Contact the church office for information
553-1977.

THURSDAY NIGHT

e 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. "Journey of a Lifetime" in the Youth Bldg.
God'’s desire for his children is to lead lives of love, joy, and
victory in Christ as we walk with Him daily, but sometimes we
don't see this reflected in our own lives. Nevertheless, as
children of God, He is drawing us upward to greater heights with
Him. Using the allegorical novel, “Hind’s Feet on High Places”
and scripture, this group will explore the experience of walking
with Christ, the journey of a lifetime.

We will meet on six Thursday evenings beginning Thursday,
March 29. Childcare will be available. Contact Christie Werner at
778-7278 or call the church office to register.

e 7:00 p.m. Weight Loss Class with Sharon Seward "The Heart of
the Matter" in John Brown's office. Call the church office for
information 553-1977.

ANGELA'S SOUTH OF THE BORDER
BREAKFAST CLUB

Random fellowship & fun conversation at Jumpin' Java @
[-77 exit 85. Contact Angela Dressing: at 803-548-3902 or
email: dressing@comporium.net for more information..
Live in a different area? Consider starting one of your
own!

MOTHERS WITH INFANTS

Contact: Penny Harrison 996-2144 for more information.

"E-MEMORY™

Email scripture memory group. Every two weeks a
scripture is sent out for the group to memorize. If
interested, send your email address to Jane Burns at
burns1001@windstream.net .

COMING THIS FALL: MOPS

Mothers Of Preschoolers prayer group.
Contact Jane Burns, 821-7323 for more
information.

Stay tuned for info about our
SPRING RETREAT--coming soon!

DANCE MINISTRY TEAMS

e Be sure to come Easter Sunday
morning to see the Youth Dance .
team worship.

¢ Junior Dance meets each
Wednesday from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Contact Erin Chalfant 552-6480 .
with questions.

Our Christian sympathy is
extended to:

Liz Merrell and her family
on the loss of her mother,
Emily Potter, March 6 in
Smyrna, GA.

David Weber on the loss of
his step-father, Ronald
Strout, in February.

SPECIAL THANKS

Thank you all so much for your prayers
and gifts and encouragement. Thank you
to Sean Stevens for putting together the
accompaniment CD for the music we'll
sing in Kenya. This ministry reflects the
working of the body of Christ. Kerri and |
take your love to the women in Nairobi.
Blessings, Marty Barkey
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TEAM PARAGUAY.07

For a third year in a row we are sending a team to Asuncion, Paraguay to work with a church, La Vina, that Alejandro Ruz and his
family helped plant in 1997. Our desire has always been to develop a relationship with La Vina and their pastor, Pascual Mongelos.
For the last two years, we have asked Pascual what he sees as needs within the church and what he has continued to express is the

an outreach in the community.

How can you help?
1. Pray for the team:

2. Give to the team fund:

e For unity as they go through their training meetings
e For the travel logistics to come together
e For the leaders to be sensitive to God’s agenda for this year’s trip

e Please write Team Paraguay.07 in the memo.
e All donations given to the fund will be divided equally among the team members.

fundamental development of leaders. We look forward to continuing to have the privilege to see what God is doing in the nation of
Paraguay. Our focus will be to come alongside the leaders again, to see God establish a real sense of what it is to be a man or
woman of God, to help around the church building in any way, and to possibly partner with Dan Miller, a Canadian missionary, to do

OUTREACH ACTIVATION TEAM

Our purpose is to activate the people of
St. Giles to a lifestyle of reaching out -
engaging people’s hearts like Jesus.

Our scope is to walk with someone from
being on the outside looking in, to being
on the inside reaching out.

Our model is simply to demonstrate the
love of God: prayer, care, and share. We
are intentional in praying for the people in
St. Giles’ neighborhood and our individual
spheres of influence, caring for them in
practical ways through service and
kindness, and sharing the Good News
that has changed our lives.

There is so much love and strong sense
of community here at St. Giles, and
Sunday morning worship is a meaningful
and powerful experience for us. Now,
what impact can we have on people
outside the four walls of our church?

The love of God is too great to be
contained right here. Loving God back is
more than a church service, it is the
church serving. Being a Christian is more
than thinking theologically.

It's living theologically. More than just

getting your touch from God, it's
reaching out and touching with the
hand of God. It's about touch and
being changed.

We understand that Jesus Christ loves
the world. He's passionate and crazy
about the people out there. And He
wants them. He is preparing a place
for them in heaven and our job is to tell
them about that place and introduce
them to the One who changed our
lives. It could be as easy as them
being primed and ready and say “Tell
us about Jesus.” Other times, like the
Good Samaritan, we go out of our way
to get to them.

There may be a physical aspect -
clothing, food. There are a number of
ways to communicate the gospel. We
see a great ingathering in the church
and a great outgoing of the church, as
we go out and take the love of God,
introduce others to the One who
changed everything, and they get that

change, that touch, and they come back
here and become disciples.

What does this look like presently at St.
Giles? Here are some ways to be
involved.

e We host fun events on our church
campus, and invite the neighbors -
July 4t cookout, Fall Festival, and
Thanksgiving Breakfast. This creates
an easier atmosphere for inviting
guests and establishing relationships.

e Service projects in the neighborhood —
cutting grass, raking leaves, painting
for people who need help.

e Acts of kindness to show the love of
God - for example, a car wash day
totally free to anyone.

e Being a lunch buddy, tutor or
otherwise helping the students at the
elementary school next door.

« Donating food or volunteering at the
Loaves and Fishes pantry which has
been operating on our campus since
1983.




